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Quaker  Truths 

I wonder  whether  birthright  Friends  realize 
the  thrill  that  some  of  us  get  from  the  writings 
of  early  Friends.  Some  who  join  the  Society  may 
come  through  personal  contact  and  attending 
meetings  without  much  theological  striving,  and 
their  contacts,  like  those  of  birthright  Quakers, 
are  with  the  local  contemporary  group.  But  for 
those  who  find  Friends  after  years  of  struggle 
through  theological  jungles  the  discovery  of  the 
Book  of  Discipline  brings  a thrill  that  is  dif- 
ficult to  convey  in  words. 

Theologies  are  massive  man-made  concrete 
structures,  but  all  are  built  on  a foundation  of 
gems  of  truth  which  are  the  insights  of  spiritual 
giants  throughout  the  ages.  These  jewels  and 
drops  of  quicksilver  are  so  buried  in  the  con- 
crete of  dogma  and  the  heavy  sod  of  custom 
and  formality,  that  they  are  hard  to  dig  out, 
and  like  archeological  treasures  they  may  be 
damaged  during  the  excavations.  A person  who 
is  driven  by  the  necessity  of  finding  truth  digs 
frantically,  and  like  the  prospector  for  gold,  he 
is  constantly  led  on  by  finding  glittering  frag- 
ments. But  imagine  his  thrill  when  he  comes 
across  the  Book  of  Discipline  — within  the 
covers  of  one  book  are  most  of  the  jewels  of 
which  he  has  found  fragments,  and  they  are 
perfect  and  brilliant,  carefully  separated  from 
the  dross  by  inspired  workmen  who  traveled 
the  same  road  that  he  is  traveling.  The  language 
that  these  men  use  is  a bit  archaic,  but  to  a 
person  who  has  been  wallowing  in  theology, 
that  is  nothing.  The  conditions  to  which  they 
speak  are  sometimes  outmoded,  but  surprisingly 
often  are  as  fresh  as  today.  Besides  the  intact 
jewels,  there  are  specific  directions  for  finding 
the  mother  lode  itself,  the  source  of  all  truth. 

A person  who  comes  to  the  Society  of  Friends 
along  this  pathway  tends  to  feel  a closer  kinship 
with  the  early  Publishers  of  Truth  than  he  does 
with  contemporary  Friends,  but  fortunately 
meeting  for  worship  provides  the  flux  which 
consumates  his  true  welding  with  the  Society, 
for  there,  in  the  expectant  silence,  he  finds  the 
warm  comradeship  of  fellow  seekers,  and  the 
Living  Presence  becomes  acutely  real  and  close. 
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This  is  an  experience  so  profound,  so  moving, 
that  it  tides  the  beginner  over  many  periods  of 
misunderstanding  — periods  of  feeling  that 
modern  Friends  are  in  danger  of  losing  their 
heritage  of  jewels  while  clinging  tenaciously  to 
some  quaint  traditions.  Sober  considerations, 
and  personal  contact,  always  clear  away  such 
nightmares,  and  in  the  fellowship  of  silent  wor- 
ship they  melt  like  mist. 

* # # 

Meeting  for  Worship 

The  traditional  description  of  meeting  for 
worship  suggests  a meeting  in  which  vocal 
ministry  is  minimal,  terse,  and  from  the  Spirit 
rather  than  from  the  intellect.  The  point  is  that 
any  intrusion  of  the  human  intellect,  with  its 
unavoidable  associated  ego,  is  out  of  place  in 
the  living  presence  of  God.  Indeed  any  vocal 
ministry  is  an  intrusion  on  the  worship  of  others 
present,  so  that  the  speaker  must  be  sure  that 
what  he  has  to  say  comes  through  him  and  not 
from  him. 

Personally  I feel  very  thankful  that  my  first 
contacts  with  Friends  were  in  such  meetings. 
I am  told  that  occasionally  silent  meetings 
become  moribund,  and  then  wither  in  a deadly 
silence,  and  that  there  are  Friends  who,  in  the 
interests  of  vitality,  have  changed  to  program- 
med meetings.  Is  it  possible  that  Friends  from 
quite  early  times  have  missed  something 
precious  in  the  practice  of  the  first  Publishers 
of  Truth?  If  I read  the  journals  correctly,  early 
Friends  held  great  meetings  for  “Plowing  and 
Thrashing,”  where  dusty  corners  of  men’s 
minds  were  plowed  out  and  the  gleanings 
thrashed  to  obtain  the  kernels  of  truth.  Follow- 
ing this  intellectual  activity,  those  who  felt 
moved  gathered  to  worship  together,  meeting 
the  Living  Presence  in  silence,  unless  the  Spirit 
impelled  utterance. 

In  cold  logic  this  would  seem  to  be  a more 
reasonable  pattern,  all  people  at  some  time  in 
their  lives  would  respond  to  silent  meeting,  and 
many  people  for  most  of  their  lives;  but  silent 
meeting  alone  will  not  suffice  for  teaching  the 
young,  nor  for  letting  the  teen-ager  grow,  nor 
for  thc^e  seekers  who  must  approach  truth  both 
intellectually  and  spiritually;  all  can  profitably 
share  in  sermonizing  and  discussion,  neither  of 
which  have  any  place  in  silent  worship. 

Would  a return  to  the  primitive  Quaker  meet- 
ing for  “plowing  and  thrashing,”  followed  by  a 
meeting  for  worship  for  those  who  feel  inclined, 
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fill  the  religious  requirements  of  Quaker  com- 
munities better  than  either  silent  or  program- 
med meetings  alone?  It  seems  to  me  possible 
that,  especially  in  university  cities,  such  a pro- 
gram might  reveal  a great  harvest  to  be  gathered 
here  and  now. 

# # # 

On  the  Wording  of  the  Section  on  Membership 
How  can  any  who  is  in  the  tradition  of  early 
Friends  consider  leaving  out  “Christ”  and 
“Christian”  from  the  specifications  of  a Quaker? 
All  Quakers  from  George  Fox  to  the  present 
day  have  glimpsed  God  through  a Christ-shaped 
window.  It  is  true  that  some  strange  things  are 
said  and  done  in  the  name  of  Christianity. 
It  is  also  true  that  Quakers  recognize  that  many 
people  receive  the  light  of  God  through  other- 
shaped windows,  and  recognize  it  as  the  same 
light  of  the  same  God.  But  until  we  are  prepared 
to  say  that  some  other  window  is  more  illuminat- 
ing, and  that  we  have  to  identify  ourselves  with 
that  path,  we  can  not  afford  to  disassociate 
ourselves  from  Christ  in  any  way.  The  most 
pitiable  men  are  those  who  claim  to  get  glimpses 
of  light  through  many  windows  and  so  never 
center  down  to  getting  all  that  can  be  received 
from  one.  Certainly  the  early  Publishers  of 
Truth  derived  their  astonishing  spiritual  vitality 
from  Christ,  and  their  speaking  and  writing 
proves  that  they  had  centered  down  on  the 
study  of  the  historical  records  to  a degree  of 

which  we  are  hardly  able  to  conceive. 

# # # 

On  the  Continuity  of  Vision 

All  seekers  after  truth  feel  strongly  that  the 
insights  that  they  have  received  are  of  the  ut- 
most importance.  They  tend  to  feel  that  these 
treasured  insights  have  been  acquired  painfully, 
and  that  they  would  like  to  assist  others  to 
acquire  these  truths  earlier  in  life,  and  with 
less  effort.  This  very  natural  feeling  has  often 
resulted,  after  much  intellectual  classification 
and  organization,  in  creeds  and  dogma,  which 
help  to  carry  the  spiritual  truths  of  various 
religious  groups  from  generation  to  generation. 
Unfortunately  the  passage  of  spiritual  truths 
into  human  intellectual  form  crystalizes  and 
freezes  them,  confining  them  to  specific  times 
and  groups,  so  that  the  moving  stream  of  human 
aspiration  flows  on  and  leaves  them  fossilized. 

Early  Quakers  had  the  vision  to  realize  that 
God’s  Truth  does  not  come  from  the  human 
intellect,  and  can  never  be  adequately  expres- 
sed in  human  language.  It  is  a direct  gift  from 
God  to  the  human  personality,  and  comes 
through  "That  of  God  in  every  man,”  that  spark 
of  the  very  heredity  of  God  which  we  believe  to 
be  an  integral  part  of  every  human  being.  The 
effort  of  the  seeker  is  not  primarily  intellectual. 
It  is  an  effort  to  eliminate  from  himself  those 
thought  patterns  and  emotions  which  prevent 
the  Spirit  of  Christ  from  reaching  him.  These 
are  not  new  thoughts  in  the  world,  they  are 
inherent  in  most  religious  thought  and  in  the 


theology  of  most  religious  groups,  but  almost 
all  groups  have  felt  that  the  danger  of  losing 
Truth  is  so  great  that  they  enshrine  their  in- 
sights in  the  mausoleums  of  creed  and  dogma. 

We  who  rely  entirely  on  the  eternal,  unchang- 
ing, and  ever  fresh  Spirit  of  Christ  to  ensure 
our  continuity  as  a religious  society,  have  some- 
thing better  than  creeds,  but  there  is  also  a 
heavier  responsibility  that  goes  with  it.  If  we 
permit  our  channels  of  contact  to  become 
blocked,  we  have  nothing.  The  pressing  activi- 
ties of  daily  life,  both  intellectual  and  physical, 
no  matter  now  worthy  or  well-intentioned  the 
activities  may  be,  appear  to  set  up  road  blocks 
between  us  and  the  Spirit  of  Christ;  if  as  a 
group  we  permit  this  to  happen  we  might  find 
ourselves  worse  off  than  groups  with  creeds; 
In  all  fairness  we  should  make  this  clear  to  our 
children  since  we  are  raising  them  without  the 
ingrained  creeds  which  often  tide  youngsters 
over  the  restless,  uncertain  years,  and  provide 
a solid  platform  from  which  they  can  explore 
their  insights  in  every  direction. 

PLANS  FOR  YEARLY  MEETING 

In  accordance  with  a decision  of  Yearly  Meet- 
ing last  year,  the  annual  gathering  of  Friends 
will  be  one  day  longer  this  year,  beginning 
Wednesday,  August  15,  a n d extendin  g to  Sun  - 
aay , Au gji^rToG  Tlic'  first  session  of  the  actual 
YearIy~Meebng  will  be  a meeting  for  worshp^ 
Wednesday  evening,  but  in  the  afternoon  at  3, 
there  will  be  a special  meeting  of  Friends  inter- 
ested in  problems  of  Ministry  and  Counsel.  The 
evening  session  on  Thursday  will  be  planned  by 
the  Young  Friends.  The  Education  Committee 
will  present  a full  report  at  one  session;  increas- 
ing militarism  in  schools,  disarmament,  peace- 
ful uses  of  atomic  energy,  the  role  of  Friends  in 
racial  tensions,  and  progress  toward  our  new 
Discipline  will  be  among  the  other  subjects  tak- 
en up  in  business  sessions.  — 

Location:  Yearly  Meeting  will  be  held  at  Jones 
Gulch,  a Y.M.C.A.  camp  in  the  Santa  Cruz 
mountains,  near  La  Honda,  California.  Full  in- 
structions on  how  to  reach  La  Honda  by  various 
means  of  transportation  will  be  given  in  the 
Bulletin  next  month. 

Facilities:  The  camp  has  a large  auditorium  and 
several  smaller  meeting  places,  including  a sep- 
arate recreation  hall  for  young  people.  There 
are  craft  cottages  for  the  children’s  programs 
suited  to  various  ages.  An  outdoor  chapel  in  the 
forest  and  an  outdoor  picnic  area  will  add  to  the 
variety  of  our  activities.  There  are  four  play- 
grounds, no  less,  and  a heated  swimming  pool, 
with  a life  guard  on  duty.  There  is  an  infirmary 
with  a full-time  nurse  in  attendance. 

Adequate  accommodations  are  available  for 
families;  there  are  plentiful  dormitory  facilities, 
and  some  comfortable  cottages  near  the  main 
hall  for  those  Friends  who  prefer  a minimum  of 
walking. 

Trailer  space  and  room  for  erection  of  tents 
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are  available,  and  meals  may  be  obtained  by 
those  not  staying  for  the  full  four  days. 

Rates:  The  fee  for  those  staying  the  entire  per- 
iod is  $3.65  a day.  This  includes  three  meals, 
housing,  grounds  fee  and  insurance.  No  charge 
is  made  for  meals  or  housing  for  children  under 
5 years  of  age.  The  insurance  and  grounds  fee 
is  required  of  all  who  use  the  camp  facilities, 
with  the  exception  of  guests  visiting  for  a couple 
of  meals  or  one  meeting. 

Persons  staying  only  part  time  will  be  charged 
at  the  following  rates:  grounds  fee,  75c;  hous- 
ing, 25c  a night;  breakfast,  75c;  lunch,  $1;  din- 
ner, $1.50.  Persons  commuting  back  and  forth 
for  meetings,  but  not  staying  over  night  would 
be  considered  in  the  category  of  guests  and  have 
the  same  rates. 

A service  charge  of  25c  per  day  per  person  is 
made  for  those  staying  in  trailers  or  in  tents 
provided  by  themselves.  This  charge  does  not 
apply  to  children  under  six.  The  grounds  and 
insurance  fee  of  75c  for  the  full  period  is  the 
same  for  those  living  in  trailers  or  tents. 

Registrar:  Phoebe  Seagrave,  850  Guinda  St., 
Palo  Alto,  Calif.,  is  the  registrar.  She  will  be 
assisted  by  Dorothy  Murray,  928  N.  California 
Ave.,  Palo  Alto. 

The  chairman  of  the  Arrangements  Commit- 
tee is  Fred  Allan,  112  Shawnee  Ave.,  San  Fran- 
cisco 12,  Calif.  Hospitality  chairmen  are  Wil- 
liam and  Anna  James,  670  San  Luis  Road, 
Berkeley  7,  Calif. 

Special  Financial  Arrangements:  The  Interim 
Committee,  March  17,  1956,  decided  there 
should  be  a special  fund  set  up  for  attenders  at 
Yearly  Meeting  who  need  hospitality  grants. 
This  has  been  set  up,  with  William  James  as 
treasurer,  and  Peggy  Pond  Church  as  assistant. 
Friends  are  urged  to  make  such  contributions 
as  they  think  right  to  this  fund,  either  individ- 
ually or  through  their  Monthly  Meetings,  and 
persons  in  need  of  such  consideration  are  asked 
to  get  in  touch  with  William  James,  670  San 
Luis  Rd.,  Berkeley  1,  Calif. 

Young  Friends  Yearly  Meeting:  A full  and  in- 
teresting program  of  Young  Friends’  activities 
will  be  planned,  partly  in  connection  with  ses- 
sions of  Yearly  Meeting,  partly  in  separate  ses- 
sions. William  Acord,  Box  851,  Huntington 
Park,  Calif.,  would  be  glad  to  receive  corre- 
spondence from  Young  Friends  on  the  subject. 

Childrens  Activities:  Jones  Gulch  Camp  has  a 
number  of  excellent  facilities  for  children’s 
group  studies  and  games.  It  will  be  a great  help 
to  the  committee  planning  the  program  if 
Friends  will  indicate  the  ages  of  their  children, 
and  whether  they  would  like  to  have  care  pro- 
vided for  the  evening  sessions. 

Registration  Blank:  A full  registration  blank  for 
adults  and  children  will  be  inserted  in  the  June 
Bulletin.  Please  fill  it  out  as  soon  as  you  are 
sure  of  your  plans.  There  will  be  a separate 


registration  blank  for  Young  Friends. 
Committee  Reports:  Reports  of  Yearly  Meeting 
Committees  will  be  available  this  year  through 
the  pages  of  the  Bulletin,  so  that  Yearly  Meet- 
ing sessions  may  be  devoted  less  to  details  and 
more  to  concerns  arising  from  the  reports.  Com- 
mittee chairmen  should  have  the  reports  in  the 
hands  of  the  editor  before  June  30,  1956.  (2814 
N.E.  27th  Ave.,  Portland  12,  Oregon). 


REPORT  FROM  DACCA  CENTER 

Don  Elton  Smith  (30  McGinnis  Rd.,  Watsonville, 
Calif. ) clerk  of  Monterey  Peninsula  Meeting,  sent  us 
two  letters  from  Calvin  C.  Cope,  who  is  traveling  in 
Pakistan  on  a Fulbright  assignment,  conducting  semi- 
nars in  teachers’  training  institutions.  Following  are  a 
few  quotations  from  these  letters,  which  were  addressed 
to  Calvin  Cope’s  Meeting. 

“Greeting  from  Friends  and  friends  of  Friends  who 
have  been  attending  meeting  each  Sunday  and  those 
who  have  been  carrying  on  the  work  of  the  Dacca 
Friends  Centre.  Activities  have  been  going  on  here 
since  1949-50.  In  the  early  days  of  the  latter  year  the 
Centre  exerted  some  calming  influence  at  the  start  of 
the  Muslim-FIindu  riots  ...  In  October,  1954,  it  was 
moved  to  its  new  location  at  21  Nurafatah  Lane, 
Dhakeswari  Road,  overlooking  a small  ‘tank’  which  is 
a community  center  for  a good  population  of  ducks  and 
geese  as  well  as  a public  bath  and  swimming  pool  for 
men,  women,  children,  cows  and  buffaloes.  The  centre 
is  in  a two-story,  plaster-covered  brick  building;  down- 
stairs is  a central  hall  seating  30-40  people.  On  each 
side  are  rooms  used  as  offices,  work  rooms  and  the 
library,  which  was  formerly  a significant  part  of  the 
service  of  the  centre.  Upstairs  is  a central  sitting-room 
where  meeting  is  held,  and  four  main  bedrooms,  with 
two  others  in  the  wing  above  the  kitchen.  There  is  a 
2-car  garage,  sometimes  used  to  house  the  Hillman  sta- 
tion wagon,  but  more  often  kept  free  for  night  classes 
and  other  activities. 

“The  program  can  be  described  as  urban  community 
development,  radiating  from  the  immediate  neighbor- 
hood to  other  parts  of  the  city  of  Dacca,  and  to  a lesser 
extent  to  other  parts  of  the  province.  Meetings  of  all 
sorts  are  held  by  volunteer  leaders  and  teams  under  the 
supervision  of  the  staff.  (There  are  three  regular  mem- 
bers, Margaret  Bradley,  a British  Friend,  Keramat  Ali 
Talukdar,  and  Albrecht  Turk  who  at  Ludwigshafen, 
Woodbrooke  and  Pendle  Hill  had  become  acquainted 
with  Friends  and  came  from  Germany  to  assist,  and 
later,  to  be  a leader  in  the  United  Nations  community 
development  and  social  work  training. ) There  are  wom- 
en’s and  children’s  groups,  handicraft  and  adult  edu- 
cation classes.  There  are  college  groups,  work  camps, 
excursions  and  picnics,  club  meetings  and  recreation 
training. 

“As  there  is  no  other  centre  of  this  nature  in  this 
city  of  half  a million  people,  the  Friends’  Centre  is 
becoming  a demonstration  place  for  community  work. 
This  has  recently  become  of  significance,  since  the 
United  Nations  and  the  Government  of  Pakistan  have 
started  a training  project  including  guidance  and  train- 
ing of  volunteer  workers. 

“Keramat  Ali  Talukdar  is  secretary  of  a provincial 
association  dedicated  to  the  spreading  of  adult  literacy 
through  the  Province.  . . They  have  cooperated  with 
the  Ansars  ( home  guard ) , who  in  their  method  and 
teaching  material  follow  in  general  the  Laubaeh  plan. 
Another  tie  with  the  community  is  Margaret  Bradley’s 
work  as  chairman  of  the  Education  Committee  of  the 
Women’s  Voluntary  Association  of  Dacca.  This  com- 
mittee ran  a three-months  series  of  practical  meetings 
on  kindergarten  education  and  is  helping  several  need} 
primary  schools  with  teaching  materials  and  techniques. 

“The  work  of  the  East  Pakistan  Relief  Committee 
continues  with  Margaret  Bradley  as  secretary,  Keramat 
Talukdar  as  treasurer.  The  New  Zealand  relief  or- 
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ganization  known  as  CORSO  continues  to  import  and 
distribute  food  supplies.  The  centre  is  not  one  of  the 
distribution  points,  the  policy  being  to  have  the  people 
think  of  it  as  an  organization  which  trains  people  to 
help  themselves.  The  Friends  of  course  actually  did 
do  relief  work  in  Bengal  villages  in  1945,  and  in  1951 
when  there  was  famine  in  Bihar,  A.F.S.C.  wheat  ship- 
ped from  the  U.S.A.  was  sent  from  Calcutta  to  Patna, 
where  it  was  turned  over  to  the  Catholic  Fathers  to 
distribute. 

“Besides  the  more  or  less  permanent  resident  attend- 
ee of  the  Friends  meeting  in  Dacca,  are  a number  of 
visitors  from  various  parts  of  the  world.  For  instance, 
Dr.  Harry  Wolfe  of  Florida  Avenue  Meeting,  Wash- 
ington, D.C.,  is  engineering  advisor  on  the  Ganges- 
Kobadak  Irrigation  Project,  and  his  wife,  Gene  Wolfe, 
is  an  expert  on  all  kinds  of  indoor  games  and  party  ac- 
tivities. Attending  meeting  on  Sunday  was  Reginald 
Francis,  an  Anglo-Pakistani  who  works  on  the  East 
Bengal  Railway,  and  a Muslim  professor  at  the  new 
college  at  Jessore.  . .” 


RELIGION  IN  THE  HOME 

The  special  issue  of  August,  “Religious  Education  in 
the  Home,”  which  was  sponsored  and  prepared  by  the 
Education  Committee  of  the  Yearly  Meeting,  has 
proved  so  useful  that  all  the  extra  copies  printed  at 
that  time  have  been  sent  out.  Several  of  the  Friends 
papers  commented  favorably  upon  it,  and  the  Australian 
Friend  reprinted  a portion  and  suggested  the  use  of 
the  whole  pamphlet  in  families  and  Meeting  schools. 
Friends  Central  Bureau,  Philadelphia,  advertized  it 
widely,  and  a number  of  requests  came  from  readers 
of  the  publications  of  the  Religious  Education  Com- 
mittee of  Philadelphia  Yearly  Meeting. 

Because  of  the  demand,  the  Bulletin  Committee 
decided  on  a reprint.  Friends  General  Conference 
ordered  2500  copies,  and  Friends  World  Committee, 
300,  which  made  possible  an  edition  at  a reasonable 
price.  The  off-set  process  was  used,  so  the  pamphlet 
is  a little  smaller  than  the  original;  but  it  is  exactly  the 
same  — except  for  a couple  of  errors  which  have  been 
corrected!  We  now  have  sufficient  copies  on  hand  for 
all  who  wish  them  (we  hope!).  Prices  are  as  follows: 
10c  apiece;  2 copies  for  15c;  20  or  more  to  one  ad- 
dress, 5c  a copy;  over  50  copies,  special  rates. 

O O * 

“Your  August  number  cites  the  difficulties  of  a 
Quaker  mother  with  a Catholic  husband  and  children. 
I would  not  in  any  way  make  light  of  the  difficulties 
involved,  but  some  comments  might  possibly  be  of 
use,  and  there  is  one  unfortunate  misstatement  of  fact. 

“The  latter  is  that  ’all  non-Catholics  are  eternally 
damned.’  That  is  not  Catholic  teaching;  if  her  children 
are  being  taught  this,  she  should  vigorously  protest. 
The  doctrine  is  extra  ecclesiam,  nullus  salus:  outside 
the  (Catholic)  church,  there  is  no  salvation.  But  it  is 
qualified  by  official  teaching  of  ‘invincible  ignorance’ 
and  that  of  ‘baptism  of  desire’.  . . 

“Catholics  do  believe  that  if  a person  believes  the 
Catholic  Church  to  be  the  one  true  church  and  then 
does  not  join  it,  he  is  damned.  There  may  be  qualifica- 
tion to  this;  I am  no  theologian,  but  I believe  that  it 
is  true. 

“Incidently,  Barclay  in  Brief,  the  Pendle  Hill 
pamphlet,  treats  of  the  same  doctrine.  Barclay  says  he 
believes  it,  as  he  defines  it  . . . 

“Catholics  believe  their  church  to  be  the  one  true 
church  established  by  Christ.  But  they  also  believe 
and  officially  teach  that  many  are  ‘in  the  church’ 
without  knowing  it,  or  without  the  visible  church, 
knowing  it.  This  is  ‘baptism  of  desire.’  They  also  agree 
that  a person  should  not  join  their  church  unless  he 
agrees  with  all  its  teachings,  insofar  as  he  understands 
them  . . . 

“I  am  a convinced  Friend;  but  was  so  moved  by 
the  work  of  a certain  Catholic  organization  that  I 


worked  for  them  for  more  than  a year,  starting  just 
after  I became  a Friend.  I had  to  learn  to  do  a good 
deal  of  ‘translating’  and  much  selection.  Some  Catholic 
devotional  material  I could  find  meaning  in  as  is; 
other  things  I had  to  translate  and  select,  picking  what 
I could  agree  with,  perhaps  translating  into  a spiritual 
sense.  Others  I have  never  appreciated  for  myself,  but 
I see  how  they  might  speak  to  some  persons’  condi- 
tions ...  If  I might  make  a suggestion,  it  is  that  her 
husband  and  children  be  introduced  to  the  better 
Catholic  papers  and  be  in  touch  with  things  like  Friend- 
ship House  and  the  Catholic  Worker.  These  are  un- 
deniably Catholic,  but  I suspect  are  at  once  the  most 
friendly  and  Friendly  aspects  of  Catholicism  . . .” 
—Philip  Meighan,  Jr.,  Chicago,  Illinois. 

« # * 

“I  know  so  many  people  who  are  interested  in 
religious  education  that  I feel  that  your  little  gem,  so 
full  of  vivid  pictures  of  practical  situations  could  find 
a wide  usefulness  ...  I like  to  drop  samples  of  this 
sort  in  my  personal  mail  and  see  what  happens  . . . 
You  have  produced  a bit  of  the  vivid  sort  of  literature 
on  children’s  experiences  that  I feel  is  worth  promot- 
ing. I especially  liked  the  emphasis  on  the  importance 
of  what  goes  on  in  the  daily  life  at  home  in  compari- 
son with  what  can  be  accomplished  on  Sunday.  If  the 
two  don’t  harmonize  we  are  only  teaching  children  to 
live  divided  lives  with  their  religion  in  a pigeon 
hole  . . .’’—Jean  Jennings,  Newtown,  Pa. 


FRIENDS  IN  CHINA 

This  article  is  taken  from  a report  in  the  London 
Friend,  January  9,  1956,  by  two  members  of  the  recent 
British  Quaker  Mission  to  China,  Janet  W.  Rees,  and 
Johanne  Madsen  Reynolds.  Robert  and  Margaret 
Simkin  ( 1032  West  36th  St.,  Los  Angeles  7,  Calif. ) 
have  read  the  article  and  approve  the  publication  of 
this  summary.  The  original  article  is  accompanied  by 
pictures  of  Friends  groups  in  Shanghai,  Hong  Kong, 
Chungking,  and  Chengtu;  I am  sure  that  either  Robert 
Simkin  or  the  editor  would  be  glad  to  lend  a copy  of 
the  Friend  to  any  one  who  would  like  to  read  the  whole 
article.  Robert  Simkin  comments  that  Fong  Su  Hsuan, 
president  of  West  China  Union  University,  “and  six 
others  mentioned  in  the  article  were  students  of  mine.” 
He  modestly  does  not  name  the  other  six!— E.C.R. 
Shanghai 

The  number  of  Chinese  Friends  in  Shanghai 
has  never  reached  double  figures,  but  there  has 
always  been  a considerable  number  of  “friends 
of  the  Friends.”  The  little  group  which  still 
meets  Sunday  by  Sunday  in  a room  on  the  third 
floor  of  the  National  Christian  Council  building 
in  Yuen  Ming  Yuen  Road  holds  its  meetings  on 
the  basis  of  silence.  The  average  attendance  is 
eight  to  twelve,  but  on  the  Sunday  morning  on 
which  members  of  the  Quaker  Mission  were 
present,  the  number  was  25.  Once  a month  a 
fellowship  meeting  is  held  which  draws  togeth- 
er the  “friends  of  the  Friends;”  on  these  occa- 
sions 40  or  50  may  come.  A Bible  study  group 
also  meets  once  a month.  A small  office  is  main- 
tained in  which  a library  is  housed.  The  hostel 
at  Kiangwan,  owned  by  Friends,  is  let,  and  the 
rent  used  for  the  work  of  the  group. 

The  “father”  of  the  Meeting  is  Dr.  J.  Usang 
Ly,  who  holds  a responsible  office  in  the  Shang- 
hai municipality  and  gives  service  also  to  the 
Y.M.C.A.  He  and  Mrs.  Ly  invited  the  Mission 
to  lunch  after  meeting,  but  unfortunately  the 
party  included  only  one  other  Friend,  Dr.  H. 
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L.  Yen,  a dentist.  J.  J.  Poon  was  at  the  meeting, 
and  made  a helpful  contribution  to  the  ministry, 
and  Tsai  Ngoh-ding,  who  used  to  do  secretarial 
work  in  the  Center  and  who  now  works  for  the 
local  child  welfare  organization,  was  also  pres- 
ent. He  reported  that  the  building  near  the  hos- 
tel, which  was  transformed  to  accommodate  the 
Friends  Receiving  Home  for  Children,  is  still  in 
use,  but  the  children  are  looked  after  elsewhere. 

Nanking 

Several  churches  in  and  around  Nanking  were 
originally  established  by  the  Damascus,  (Ohio) 
Yearly  Meeting.  Although  the  Mission  arrived 
on  a Monday,  it  was  possible  to  meet  with  about 
a dozen  Friends  in  Stanley  Memorial  Church. 
There  was  ministry  from  hosts  and  guests,  pray- 
er and  Bible  reading,  and  the  much-loved  hymn, 
“He  Leadeth  Me.  The  smallness  of  numbers 
was  made  up  for  by  the  warmth  of  fellowship. 
Friends  in  Nanking  hold  this  kind  of  meeting, 
based  on  silence,  once  a week  on  a weekday 
evening.  On  Sundays  they  have  a programmed 
service.  Pastor  Li  Chi-lan  said  there  were  three 
Quaker  churches  in  the  city,  with  about  200 
baptized  members,  and  another  five  churches  in 
the  neighboring  Luho  district  with  300  or  400 
members. 

Szechwan,  West  China 

In  Chungking  today  a live  and  earnest  group 
of  Christians  meet,  under  the  name  of  Friends, 
in  the  old  Friends  Ambulance  Unit  building  at 
Tseng  Yang  Kai.  The  group  is  led  by  a young 
pastor,  Lin  Chi-yuin,  who  works  full  time  for 
the  group,  holding  meetings,  visiting  members, 
and  helping  any  one  in  trouble.  He  has  a Quak- 
er background,  but  belongs  himself  to  “The  Lit- 
tle Flock.  The  services  on  Sunday  mornings 
might  be  thought  typical  of  evangelistic  meet- 
ings anywhere.  Weekly  prayer  meetings  and 
Bible  study  groups  are  held,  but  there  is  no 
children’s  work.  The  former  Friends  school, 
Wen  Fung  Ta,  is  now  “Number  5 Government 
Middle  School,”  with  1400  pupils. 

A meeting  for  worship  is  held  each  Sunday 
morning  at  the  meeting  house  in  Chin  Lung 
Kai,  Chengtu.  Friends  meet  on  the  basis  of 
silence,  but  also  sing  hymns.  There  is  a Bible 
study  group,  a weekly  prayer  meeting,  and  a 
Sunday  School.  The  former  Friends  school  and 
kindergarten  have  been  taken  over  by  the  gov- 
ernment and  appear  to  be  flourishing.  Friends 
still  own  their  property,  and  one  of  the  mission 
houses  is  let  and  brings  in  some  income.  As 
with  other  churches,  property  used  for  religious 
purposes  in  tax-free;  property  rented  is  taxed. 

Chinese  Friends  met  by  the  British  party 
included  Fong  Su  Hsuan,  former  president  of 
West  China  Union  University,  Dr.  Lo  Ping-san, 
who  is  in  charge  of  the  Out-patients  Depart- 
ment at  the  Railway  Hospital,  Dr.  Chen  Hsu- 
pin,  who  also  works  at  the  Railway  Hospital, 
and  Liu  Yu-men  and  his  wife.  Liu  Yu-men  was 


formerly  Monthly  Meeting  clerk,  and  he  still 
acts  as  secretary  for  the  Meeting.  The  Meeting 
engages  a “Bible  woman”  who  is  responsible 
for  the  children’s  Sunday  School  and  for  visiting 
members  in  their  homes. 

Although  there  is  still  an  executive  committee 
which  tries  to  keep  in  touch  with  Friends  in 
other  parts  of  Szechwan,  no  Yearly  Meeting  is- 
now  held,  and  the  Mission  gained  little  infor- 
mation about  Friends  in  Santai,  Suining,  and 
Tungliang.  The  Methodists  told  us  that  there 
was  still  a Friends  Meeting  in  Suining,  where 
Dr.  Du  Swen  Fu  and  his  wife  are  joint  heads 
of  the  former  Friends  Hospital.  West  China 
Union  University,  Chengtu,  is  now  entirely  a 
Medical  School,  with  2,223  students,  half  of 
whom  are  women.  Two  Quaker  doctors  are  on 
the  staff,  Yang  Tsen-hwa  and  Du  Swen-Deh, 
and  other  members  of  the  staff  have  Quaker 
associations. 


SEQUOIA  SEMINARS 

A full  program  of  seminars,  both  introductory  and 
advanced,  will  be  held  this  summer  at  Ben  Lomond, 
in  the  Santa  Clara  mountains,  near  Santa  Cruz,  Cali- 
fornia. The  seminars  are  under  the  leadership  of  one 
or  more  of  these  persons,  well  known  among  members 
of  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting:  Harry  and  Emilia  Rath- 
bun,  Leon  and  Lucile  Carley,  and  John  Levy. 
Each  seminar  lasts  two  weeks;  the  season  starts  on  June 
17.  Full  information  is  available  from  Sequoia  Seminar, 
P.  O.  Box  678,  Palo  Alto,  Calif. 

Based  on  an  honest,  open-minded  spirit  of  inquiry, 
these  seminars,  by  individual  study  and  group  discus- 
sion of  the  teachings  of  Jesus,  endeavour  to  find 
answers  to  the  questions,  “What  did  Jesus  say?  What 
did  he  probably  mean?  What  are  the  implications  for 
us  in  the  world  today?”  A relaxed  atmosphere,  stimulat- 
ing discussions,  and  beautiful  surroundings  combine  to 
make  one  of  these  seminars  a profoundly  meaningful 
experience. 


CONCERN  FROM  PHOENIX 

The  following  letter  has  been  received  from  M.  R. 
Hagerty,  Jr.,  for  the  Social  Action  Committee  of  Phoe- 
nix Monthly  Meeting: 

“I  am  writing  regarding  a concern  of  many  of  us  in 
the  Phoenix  Meeting. 

“We  wonder  if  Friends  are  acquainted  with  the  ac- 
tivities of  a man  billing  himself  ‘Calling  Mr.  Quaker.’ 
For  a couple  of  years  he  has  been  touring  the  high 
schools  of  this  country.  His  name  is  Val  Gould,  2904 
Martin  Lane,  Arlington  Pleights,  111. 

“Mr  Gould  appeared  at  a high  school  assembly  here 
in  February.  Representing  the  Quaker  Oats  Co.,  and 
dressed  in  a red  costume  ( supposedly  of  Quaker  de- 
sign), this  gentleman  delivered  a highly  emotional  talk, 
completely  chauvinistic  in  nature,  glorifying  the  armed 
services  and  using  many  of  the  tools  of  the  demagogue. 

“Although  he  does  not  claim  to  represent  the  Quaker 
faith,  it  was  quite  easy  for  uninformed  teen-agers  to 
make  the  error  of  believing  what  Mr.  Gould  had  to  say 
was  associated  with  Quakers. 

“Particularly  discouraging  to  me  was  his  rather  crude 
attempt  to  equate  moral  law  with  civil  law.  This,  of 
course,  is  an  age-old  device  of  tyrants  throughout  his- 
tory and  makes  civil  disobedience  svnonomous  with 
apostasy. 

“I  am  proud  to  say  that,  although  the  assembly  was 
greeted  with  lengthy  applause— as  to  be  expected  of  a 
I lag-waving  speech— several  of  the  youngsters  in  m\ 
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classes  voluntarily  took  issue  with  Mr.  Gould. 

“Many  of  us  feel  that  if  Friends  are  not  aware  of 
the  activities  of  ‘Mr.  Quaker,’  perhaps  the  Yearly  Meet- 
ing and  others  should  inquire  further  into  his  actions 
and,  if  necessary,  protest  to  the  Quaker  Oats  Company.” 


FESTIVAL  OF  FAITH 

Claremont  Friends  Meeting  was  one  of  the  sponsors 
of  a “Festival  of  Faith,”  April  22.  Governor  Goodwin 
Knight  of  California,  and  Dr.  K.  C.  Wu,  religious 
leader  and  statesman,  were  the  principal  speakers. 
Representatives  of  the  major  faiths  of  the  world  par- 
ticipated in  “A  Service  of  Prayer  for  Peace  and  for 
Divine  Guidance  of  the  United  Nations.”  The  religious 
leaders  included  representatives  of  the  Hindu,  Budd- 
hist, Jewish,  Christian  Protestant,  Eastern  Orthodox, 
Moslem  and  Baha’i  faiths,  with  each  calling  his  own 
people  to  prayer  in  their  own  way.  Music  was  supplied 
by  an  interfaith,  interracial  chorus  of  150  voices  from 
Pomona  Valley  churches.  An  offering  was  taken  for 
UNESCO.  The  hope  is  that  this  type  of  observance 
which  gathers  the  religious  aspirations  and  concern  for 
peace  of  people  of  many  faiths,  may  spread. 

— Ferner  Nuhn 


NEWS  FROM  HERE  AND  THERE 

The  Rural  Life  Conference  will  be  held  at  Gridley, 
California,  May  25  to  27,  1956.  The  theme  is  “Do  It 
Yourself.”  The  registrar  is  Marvin  Crites,  Rt.  1,  Box 
197-M,  Gridley,  Calif.;  he  can  give  full  information  on 
how  to  reach  the  conference,  facilities  of  all  kinds  and 
work  program.  The  costs  will  be  low;  registration,  $1.50 
a family,  $1  a single  person  at  the  conference,  with  $1 
a family  pre-conference  registration  to  help  with  early 
expenses.  Meals  will  be  simple  and  served  at  cost.  A 
lively  program  is  in  store;  meditation,  “Do  it  yourself” 
groups,  singing,  family  recreation,  folk-dancing,  panel 
discussions.  In  case  you  wonder  what  are  “Do  it  your- 
self” groups,  here  is  a small  sample:  kitchen  crafts  like 
bread-making;  games  for  young  and  old;  house  build- 
ing; soil  care,  composting,  etc.;  outdoor  camping;  tan- 
ning leather. 

* * * 

Friends  who  have  been  meeting  near  Walnut  Creek 
and  Orinda,  Calif,  have  organized  as  a Preparative  Meet- 
ing under  the  care  of  Berkeley  Meeting.  They  call 
themselves  East  Contra  Costa  Meeting,  and  their  family 
worship  and  study  group  is  now  held  every  Sunday 
morning  at  11  at  the  Seventh-day  Adventist  school  in 
Pleasant  Hills. 

# # # 

Pacific  Oaks  Friends  School  and  Occidental  College, 
Pasadena,  Calif.,  are  again  cooperating  on  a summer 
course  in  practical  work  in  nursery  education,  under 
the  supervision  of  Evangeline  Burgess,  Betty  J.  Jones, 
and  Sidney  Lasell,  M.D.  The  school  will  be  open  from 
June  18  to  July  27.  Courses  will  include  “Music  in 
Early  Childhood  Education,”  “Child  Growth  and  De- 
velopment,” “Program  Building,”  and  student  teaching. 
For  fuller  information  on  the  courses  offered,  credits, 
scholarships  available,  etc.,  write  to  Pacific  Oaks,  714 
West  California  St.,  Pasadena  2,  Calif. 

it  it  it 

Three  new  members  were  appointed  to  the  Nomi- 
nating Committee  by  the  Interim  Committee  in  March. 
They  are  Patricia  Stewart  (474  Churyhill,  Palo  Alto, 
Calif.),  John  Salyer  (745  E.  5th  St.,  Tucson,  Ari- 
zona), and  Margaret  Simkin  (1032  West  36th  St., 
Los  Angeles  7,  Calif. ) . Continuing  members  are  Dor- 
othy Lash,  chairman  (R.R.  5,  Box  2255,  Victoria,  B. 
C.),  Mildred  Joyce  (Rt.  2,  Box  6466,  Issaquah,  Wash- 
ington) and  Fermor  Church  (Box  63,  Ranchos  de 
Taos,  N.  M.). 

# * # 

The  older  children  of  San  Fernando  First-day  School, 
who  are  studying  the  Old  Testament,  recently  visited 
the  Hebrew  Temple  in  San  Fernando.  They  had  an 


informative  explanatory  tour;  then  they  participated 
with  Jewish  children  in  a study  of  Noah’s  Ark  and  the 
Flood.  This  visit  will  be  reciprocated  during  the  spring. 

it  it  it 

All  our  Meetings,  in  some  degree,  have  felt  the  con- 
cern to  participate  by  prayer  or  other  means  in  the 
nation-wide  movement  of  sympathy  for  the  non-violent 
bus  boycott  in  Montgomery,  Alabama.  A number  co- 
operated with  other  groups  in  their  communities.  On 
March  28,  Orange  Grove  Friends,  through  their  Social 
Action  Committee,  offered  their  meeting  house  for  a 
prayer  service  with  a discussion  afterwards.  They  also 
wrote  to  the  Montgomery  Improvement  Association  ex- 
pressing appreciation  for  the  encouragement  to  others 
provided  by  their  spiritual  courage. 

Santa  Fe  Meeting  wrote  to  the  pastor  of  the  Negro 
church  in  Santa  Fe,  to  express  Friends’  humble  endorse- 
ment of  the  day  of  prayer  to  be  held  in  Negro  churches 
and  asking  if  Quakers  and  others  might  participate. 

it  it  it 

Mary  F.  Kershner  (1511  West  49th  St.,  Los  An- 
geles 62,  Calif. ) has  been  appointed  clerk  of  Los  An- 
geles Meeting,  since  Larry  Miller  has  moved  to  Port- 
land, Oregon. 

it  it  it 

For  about  four  months,  the  new  First-day  School 
building  of  Orange  Grove  Meeting,  has  been  a beehive 
of  activity  every  Sunday  morning.  It  is  a one-story 
frame  and  stucco  building,  containing  813  square  feet, 
erected  on  the  site  of  the  old  Sawa  house.  A room,  25’ 
by  23’,  was  designed  by  William  Taylor  so  that  it 
can  be  quartered  with  accordion  doors  into  four  teach- 
ing rooms.  Storage  cabinets,  toilet  facilities,  a fireplace 
and  kitchenette  complete  the  building. 

it  it  it 

Orange  Grove  Meeting  reports  an  active  Young 
Friends  group,  under  the  leadership  of  Rocky  Spoel- 
stra.  The  program  has  three  emphases:  recreation, 
worship,  and  service,  with  strong  emphasis  on  group 
cooperation  and  responsibility.  The  group  attended  the 
African  Harvest  Festival  at  the  University  of  Southern 
California. 

* * # 

Friends  of  California  Yearly  Meeting  have  been  sad- 
dened by  a plane  tragedy  in  which  Leslie  Thomas,  a 
missionary  pastor  in  Selawik,  Alaska,  was  killed  along 
with  Boh  Curtis,  a young  Eskimo  pilot  and  active 
church  worker  in  the  Noorvik  area.  They  were  on  their 
way  to  Quarterly  Meeting  at  Noatak  when  the  accident 
occured.  Our  thoughts  and  prayers  are  with  the  friends 
and  families  of  these  valuable  Christian  workers,  and 
with  the  Friends  who  must  make  plans  for  the  con- 
tinuance of  the  work  in  the  Alaska  area. 

# * * 

Born:  on  March  5,  to  Robert  and  Jan  Carey  of 
13717  Polk  St.,  San  Fernando,  Calif.,  a daughter  named 
Kim  Elise  Carey. 

Born:  on  March  13,  to  George  and  Marjorie  James 
Leavitt,  of  3802  N.  Angus,  Fresno,  Calif.,  a daughter 
named  Sandra  Joan  Leavitt. 

# * # 

Married:  on  March  3,  1956,  Frances  B.  McAllister 
and  Lyman  H.  Thompson,  at  Flagstaff,  Arizona. 
Married:  on  March  18,  1956,  at  Westminster  House, 
Corvallis,  Oregon,  Joan  Kirchner,  and  C.  Eugene 
Conrad,  both  students  at  Oregon  State  College.  They 
are  living  at  521  North  7th  St.,  Corvallis. 

Married:  on  March  24,  1956,  in  Imperial  Beach,  Calif., 
Katheryn  Cox  and  Egbert  M.  Hayes.  They  are  at 
home  at  816  West  Orange  Drive,  Whittier,  Calif. 

# * 

The  summer  school  at  Pendle  Hill,  Wallingford.  Pa., 
will  be  from  June  24  to  July  27,  1956.  Three  special 
courses  will  be  offered:  Preston  Roberts,  Jr.,  associate 
professor  of  theology  at  Chicago  Theological  Seminary, 
will  present  “Three  Kinds  of  Serious  Literature,  Their 
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Religious  Meaning  and  Power;”  Kennetli  Carroll,  as- 
sistant professor  of  religion  at  Southern  Methodist  Uni- 
versity, Dallas,  Texas,  will  offer  Great  Themes  from 
the  Gospels;”  and  J.  Floyd  Moore,  assistant  professor 
of  religion  at  Guilford  College,  N.  C.,  will  lead  the 
study  of  “Sources  of  Spiritual  Vitality  in  Quakerism.” 
In  addition  there  will  be  two  seminars  led  by  regular 
members  of  the  Pendle  Hill  staff:  “The  Life  of  Prayer 
and  Worship,”  by  Gilbert  Kilpaek,  and  “Some  Current 
Quaker  Action  Programs”  by  Dan  Wilson.  The  total 
cost  is  $140.  Applications  and  requests  for  information 
should  be  made  to  Pendle  Hill,  Wallingford,  Penna. 

# # # 

Canadian  Yearly  Meeting  will  be  held  at  Pickering 
College,  Newmarket,  Ontario,  June  22  to  26,  1956. 
Among  Friends  expected  to  visit  the  meeting  are  Elea- 
nor Zelliot,  who  will  report  on  the  visit  of  American 
Friends  to  Russia  last  year,  Drs.  Ed  and  Vivien  Ab- 
bott, recently  returned  from  three  years  of  service  with 
the  Friends  Technical  Assistance  Project  in  Barpali, 
Orissa,  India,  and  Edwin  Bronner  of  Temple  Universi- 
ty, Philadelphia,  who  will  give  the  Sunderland  P.  Gard- 
iner lecture  Sunday  evening,  June  24. 

# # # 

Pacific  Oaks  Nursery  School,  (714  W.  California  St., 
Pasadena  2,  Calif. ) has  been  conducting  a series  of 
musical  programs  for  the  benefit  of  Pacific  Oaks  and 
Pacific  Ackworth  Friends  Schools  and  for  the  delight 
of  the  children,  their  brothers  and  sisters,  and  their 
parents.  Betty  Jones  writes:  “Roekabye  Baby,  Risseldy 
Rosseldy  and  Zum  Gali  Gali,  these  and  many  other 
songs  delighted  the  5-to- 8-year  olds  on  Sunday  after- 
noon, April  8.  Virginia  and  Art  Lindgren  showed  skill 
in  holding  children’s  interest  as  well  as  in  singing,  as, 
assisted  by  Harlow  and  Elizabeth  Mills  on  piano,  violin, 
drums,  cymbals  and  gong,  they  talked  their  way  through 
a highly  enjoyable  half-hour  program.  The  children 
talked  and  sang,  too,  and  were  encouraged  to  do  so.” 
Other  programs  have  featured  flute,  oboe,  clarinet 
and  basoon,  and  Betty  Zorthian  and  her  “flexible  gui- 
tar.” 

o <t  e 

Germany  Yearly  Meeting  will  be  held  this  year  at 
Bad  Pvrmont,  Germany,  at  the  meeting  house  at  Bis- 
marekstrasse  35,  August  3 to  7.  Friends  are  most  wel- 
come to  attend. 

a e * 

“A  little  Friends  meeting,”  writes  Louise  Wood,  from 
Rome,  Italy,  “is  in  process  of  forming  here.  Instead  of 
meeting  at  the  Y.M.C.A.,  with  a street  market  and  its 
attendant  cries  outside  the  window,  we  are  receiving 
hospitality  from  the  Scottish  Church,  11  via  Venti 
Settembre.  We  meet  Sunday  afternoon  at  6 p.m.,  and 
we  shall  be  most  happy  to  have  any  visiting  Friends 
join  with  us.” 

a a a 

Have  we  been  missing  something?  Perhaps  the 
Friends  Bulletin  should  accept  advertising.  The  follow- 
ing ad  appears  in  the  London  Friend,  March  9: 

“EVEN  YOU  CAN  BE  A WEIGHTY  FRIEND 
if  you  follow  the  diet  we  don’t  advocate.  But  if 
you  follow  The  Farmer  every  Quarter  you’ll  reach 
a reasonable  balance  of  physical  and  mental  weight- 
iness. And  life  will  acquire  a new  and  vital  inter- 
est. We’ll  lend  you  a copy  if  you  are  too  mean  to 
risk  Is.  8d.  a copy,  or  7s  on  a year’s  subscription. 
—The  Farmer,  Feme  Farm,  near  Shaftesbury,  Dor- 
set.” 

# # # 

A truly  unusual  development  in  Quaker  publication 
is  the  recent  printing  of  “Peaceful  Heroes”,  a series  of 
eight  one-act  plays  by  Rosalie  Regen.  All  have  been 
successfully  presented  by  one  or  more  groups  of  Friends, 


and  most  are  suitable  for  Junior  or  Senior  High  School 
pupils.  They  are  on  incidents  in  the  lives  of  George 
Fox,  William  Penn,  John  Woolman  and  other  Quaker 
leaders.  They  may  be  ordered  from  Friends  Peace 
Service,  A.F.S.C.,  20  S.  12th  St.,  Philadelphia  7,  Pa., 
or  Friends  Publication  Board,  101  Quaker  Hill  Drive, 
Richmond,  Indiana.  They  are  15c  a copy,  plus  postage. 


PRESUM  ATAR  IANS 

Sending  in  his  contribution,  George  H.  Lewis  of 
Marshalltown,  Iowa,  says:  “Belonging  to  a ’pastoral 
type’  Friends  Meeting  I may  not  speak  quite  the  same 
language  as  those  other  ‘branches.’  However,  I try  to 
adhere  to  the  philosophy  of  the  old  man  who  said, 
‘Seems  the  Piscalopians  and  Presumatarians  are  both 
bound  for  the  same  happy  home,  an’  argiiication  bout 
the  name  of  the  road  don’t  shorten  the  walk  none.’  You 
get  out  an  interesting  sheet  that  is  bound  to  be  helpful 
to  many.” 

THE  ONE  AND  THE  MANY 

By  Frederick  B.  Tolles 

Fred  Tolles  is  director  of  the  Friends  Historical  Li- 
brary, Swarthmore  College,  Swarthmore,  Pa.,  and  of 
course  well  known  in  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting  for  his 
work  with  Orange  Grove  Meeting,  when  he  and  his 
family  were  resident  in  Pasadena.  This  article  is  adapt- 
ed from  a talk  given  at  Swarthmore  College. 

One  problem  challenges  and  perplexes  all 
thinking  men.  For  the  philosopher  it  is  the  prob- 
lem of  the  one  and  the  many;  for  the  political 
scientist,  that  of  reconciling  individual  freedom 
and  social  responsibility;  for  the  moral  philoso- 
pher, that  of  rights  versus  duties;  for  the  social 
psychologist,  the  problem  of  the  individual  and 
society.  Can  Quakerism  contribute  anything  to 
the  solution  of  this  basic,  universal,  age-old 
problem? 

Not,  probably,  on  the  theoretical  level. 
Friends  have  always  been  short  on  theory  and 
long  on  practice;  short  on  philosophical  ideas, 
long  on  practical  activity.  But  out  of  the  pool  of 
Quaker  experiences,  out  of  the  practice  of  three 
hundred  years,  insights  can  be  drawn  that  may 
be  relevant  and  useful. 

One  must  start  where  Friends  have  always 
started— with  the  human  soul.  Our  basic  belief 
is  that  God  has  imparted  to  every  human  being 
a measure  of  His  spirit.  We  have  called  this  in- 
dwelling principle  by  many  names— the  divine 
Seed,  the  Christ  Within,  the  Inward  Light.  What 
we  mean  by  it  is  not  easily  explained  in  words; 
to  define  is  to  falsify.  About  all  we  can  say 
positively  is  that  it  is  something  experienced, 
something  deeply  felt  within  oneself  and  in  oth- 
ers. But  I think  we  can  say  what  it  is  not. 

It  is  not,  typically,  a mystical  rapture,  an 
ecstasy  of  communion  with  God,  to  be  enjoyed 
in  solitude  as  an  end  in  itself.  It  is  not  the 
“flight  of  the  alone  to  the  Alone,”  but  a way  of 
transcending  alone-ness  in  common  aspiration 
and  experience.  Nor  is  it  limited,  as  the  true 
mystical  vision  is,  to  a few  master-spirits  like  the 
Hindu  mystics  or  the  great  Christian  contem- 
platives.  It  is,  we  believe,  the  innate  possession 
of  everyone.  It  is  profoundly  moral  and  pro- 
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foundly  social.  As  George  Fox  put  it,  the  Light 
Within  is  “that  which  shows  a man  evil”  and 
“that  in  which  is  unity”— unity  with  God  and  un- 
ity with  man. 

There  is  a widespread  misconception  about 
Quakerism  to  the  effect  that  it  is  an  individual- 
istic, not  to  say  anarchistic,  religion.  How  could 
it  be  otherwise  if,  as  Thomas  Hobbes,  the  au- 
thor of  Leviathan,  said,  “every  boy  or  wench 
thought  he  spoke  with  God  Almighty”?  If  ev- 
eryone had  his  own  channel  of  communication 
with  the  divine,  his  own  private  wire,  as  it  were, 
to  headquarters,  if  every  man  and  woman  simply 
followed  his  or  her  own  inward  promptings,  how 
could  the  result  be  anything  but  chaos,  anarchy, 
individualism  gone  mad.  This  is  just  what  a cer- 
tain contemporary  of  George  Fox  thought  Quak- 
erism was,  if  we  can  judge  by  the  title  of  a 
pamphlet  of  1660:  Hell  Broke  Loose;  or  An  His- 
tory of  the  Quakers.  And  this  is  what  a distin- 
guished modern  philosopher,  Professor  F.  S.  C. 
Northrop  of  Yale,  still  thinks,  for  he  writes:  “The 
Quaker,  sitting  in  silence  without  a professional 
preacher,  in  his  unadorned  meeting  house,  most 
perfectly  represents  the  credo  of  individualism.” 

It  seems  pretty  clear  that  Professor  Northrop 


never  sat  in  a real  Quaker  meeting,  what  Friends 
like  to  call  “a  gathered  meeting.”  For  in  a true 
Quaker  meeting  for  worship,  held  on  the  basis 
of  silence,  in  an  expectant  waiting  upon  the  di- 
vine, the  experience  one  has  is  just  the  oppo- 
site. One  feels  the  hard  shell  of  self-centered- 
ness crumble  and  melt  away;  one  feels  a unity 
with  one’s  fellow  worshippers  that  transcends, 
and,  as  it  were,  obliterates  one’s  sense  of  separ- 
ateness, one’s  ordinarily  so  precious  individu- 
ality. 

This  was  Robert  Barclay’s  experience  nearly 
300  years  ago  when  he  wandered  into  a Friends 
meeting  in  Aberdeen:  . . . when  I came  into 

the  silent  assemblies  of  God’s  people,”  he  wrote, 
“I  felt  a secret  power  among  them,  which  touch- 
ed my  heart;  and  as  I gave  way  unto  it  I found 
the  evil  in  me  weakening  and  the  good  raised 
up;  and  so  I became  thus  knit  and  united  unto 
them;  hungering  more  and  more  after  an  in- 
crease of  this  power  and  life.  . . ” . . Not  quite 
the  language  of  stark,  anarchic  individualism! 

The  silence  of  a Quaker  meeting,  in  other 
words,  is  properly  the  setting  for  a corporate  ex- 
perience, a group  mysticism,  a uniting  sense  of 
spiritual  “togetherness”  under  a divine  “cover- 
ing.” How  desperately  we  long  for  that  uniting 
sense  in  the  modern  world.  For  “we’re  all  of 
us,”  says  Tennessee  Williams,  the  dramatist, 
“sentenced  to  solitary  confinement  inside  our 
own  skins.”  But  anyone  who  has  shared  in  a 
truly  gathered  meeting  knows  it  is  possible  to 
be  delivered  from  the  prison  house  of  selfhood. 
. . Anyone  who  has  been  in  a Quaker  work 
camp,  knows  what  Barclay  was  talking  about, 
the  sense  of  shared  life  that  comes  when  people 
who  have  worked  together  in  a common  enter- 
prise sit  down  together  in  silence  to  mingle  their 
aspirations  in  a common  seeking.  . . 

In  the  “holy  dependence  of  the  mind  upon 
God”  (Barclay  again)  we  find  both  the  highest 
experience  of  individual  selfhood  and  the  full- 
est experience  of  solidarity  and  shared  life.  Here 
is  a paradox  that  resolves  the  problem  of  the 
one  and  the  many;  in  losing  ourselves  in  the 
worshipping  group,  we  find  ourselves  most  com- 
pletely. 
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